Adel DeSoto Minburn High School

National Honor Society

Royal Chapter

Bylaws

Article I: Name & Purpose

Section 1: The official name of this organization is the Royal Chapter of the National Honor Society of Adel DeSoto Minburn High School.

Section 2: The purpose of NHS shall be to create enthusiasm for scholarship, to stimulate a desire to render service, to promote leadership, and to develop character in the students of ADMHS.

Article II: Membership

Section 1: Membership in this chapter shall be known as active and graduate.  Active members become graduate members at graduation.  Graduate members have no voice or vote in chapter affairs.

Section 2: Membership in this chapter shall be based on scholarship, leadership, service, and character.

Section 3: Eligibility


To be eligible for selection, candidates must meet the following criteria:

a. Must have attended ADM High School for at least a semester

b. Have a minimum cumulative, unweighted GPA of 3.25 (on a 4.0 scale)

c. Must be in grades 10, 11, or 12

Article III: Selection of Members

Section 1: The final selection of members shall be decided by a majority vote of the Faculty Council consisting of five faculty members.  The chapter adviser shall be the sixth, non-voting, ex-officio member of the Faculty council.

Section 2: Prior to the final selection, the following shall occur:

a. Students who meet the requirements will be notified and will be eligible to fill out an NHS application sheet

b. Students must attain 80 points to be considered for review

c. Students nominated will be distributed among teachers for review.  Teachers will select 15 students they believe meet the highest standard of NHS criteria
d. Student application points and teacher recommendation points will be put into a mathematical formula (50% points, 50% recommendation) to create a combined point ranking.

e. Faculty Council will review the application sheets and vote on candidates

Section 3: The selection of active members shall occur once a year during the first semester of the school year.  Once students are selected, they will be inducted at a formal ceremony.

Section 4: Any active member of NHS who transfers from this school to another will receive a letter, signed by the principal, indicating the status of his/her membership.

Section 5: Any active member of NHS who transfers to this school from another will be automatically accepted to this chapter.  That member must maintain the requirements for this chapter in order to retain their membership.

Section 6: Once students are selected and inducted they will be required to maintain the standards by which they were selected.

Article IV: Discipline and Dismissal

Section 1: Any student who falls below the standards in any of the four areas (scholarship, leadership, service, and character) will be considered for dismissal.

Section 2: If a member’s GPA falls below 3.25 they will be given a written warning and a time period for improvement.  If the student fails to meet the requirements by the end of the warning period, they will be subject to further action from the Faculty Council, which may include dismissal from the chapter.

Section 3: If a member fails to perform any other obligations of their memberships, they are subject to the same disciplinary procedures outlined above.

Section 4: If a student receives a code of conduct violation, they will be immediately dismissed from the chapter.

Article V: Officers

Section 1: Officers for this chapter shall be president, vice president, and secretary.

Section 2: The president shall preside over meetings, be in charge of service projects, and speak at the induction ceremony.

Section 3: The vice president will act in place of the president in case of his/her inability to serve.

Section 4: The secretary shall take minutes at the meeting and keep record of all current and new members.

Section 5: Officers shall be elected at the final meeting of each school year.

Section 6: Each member shall vote, with a majority being necessary for election.  If the first vote does not yield a majority, a second vote shall be taken of the two candidates receiving the highest number of votes.

Article VI: Executive Committee

Section 1: The executive committee shall consist of the faculty advisor and the chapter officers.

Section 2: The executive committee shall have general charge of the meetings and business of the chapter, but any action of the executive committee is subject to the review of the chapter members.

Article VII: Meetings

Section 1: Meetings of this chapter shall be held when needed and shall be called by the chapter adviser or by the chapter president with the approval of the adviser.

Section 2:  Meetings shall be conducted informally, but motions and votes will be according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

Section 3: Attendance at regularly scheduled meeting is mandatory for all members.

Article VIII: Activities
Section 1. Each chapter shall determine one or more service projects for each year. 

Section 2. All members shall regularly participate in these projects. 

Section 3. These projects shall have the following characteristics: Fulfill a need within the school or community; have the support of the administration and the faculty; be appropriate and educationally defensible; be well planned, organized, and executed. 

Section 4. Each member shall have the responsibility for choosing and participating in an individual service project that reflects his or her particular talents and interests. This is in addition to the chapter projects to which all members contribute. 

Section 5. Each chapter shall publicize its projects in a positive manner.
Article IX: Duties and Responsibilities

Section 1: Each member of the chapter shall be required to complete 10 documented hours of community service per year.  Community service hours cannot be obtained during the school day and cannot be combined with required Senior hours.

Section 2: The chapter adviser shall be responsible for supervision of the chapter, maintaining files on chapter activity, corresponding with the national office, reviewing members for compliance with Society standards, and being an ex-officio, not-voting, sixth member of the Faculty Council.

Article X: Dues

Section 1: Annual dues for this chapter shall be $20.

Section 2: Dues will be payable to the faculty adviser by October 1 of each school 

year or within 30 days of induction.

Article XI: Ratification of Bylaws

Section 1: The selection of members article of the bylaws shall be ratified by a majority vote of the faculty council.

Section 2: All remaining articles shall be ratified by a majority vote of the chapter.

Section 3: The principal shall then review the bylaws and retains veto power over any article.

Article XII: Amending Bylaws

Section 1: The selection of members article may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the faculty council.

Section 2: All remaining articles may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the chapter.

Section 3: Bylaws and amendments must be consistent with the constitution of the National Honor Society.

